Books by Holly Thompson
FALLING INTO THE DRAGON’S MOUTH by Holly Thompson
Henry Holt, April 2015
In a Japanese seaside neighborhood lives Jason Parker: a sixth grader, an orange belt in aikido, a big brother.
Jason Parker is just a boy trying to get through his days. If only everyone around him would let him. This is
a beautifully spare novel in verse about one boy's life--a story that will resonate with anyone who has ever
struggled to fit in. Falling into the Dragon’s Mouth, a middle-grade verse novel about insiders and outsiders,
is set in Japan and features a Cultural Guide and Glossary.

THE LANGUAGE INSIDE by Holly Thompson
Delacorte/Random House, May 2013
Emma Karas was raised in Japan; it’s the country she calls home. But when her mother is diagnosed with
breast cancer, Emma’s family moves to a town outside Lowell, Massachusetts to stay with her grandmother
while her mom undergoes treatment. Emma feels out of place in the United States, begins to have migraines,
and longs to be back in Japan. At her grandmother’s urging, she volunteers in a long-term care center to help
Zena, a patient with locked-in syndrome, write down her poems. There, Emma meets Samnang, another
volunteer, who assists elderly Cambodian refugees. Weekly visits to the care center, Zena’s poems, dance,
and noodle soup bring Emma and Samnang closer, until Emma must make a painful choice: stay in
Massachusetts, or return early to Japan. The Language Inside is a young adult verse novel rich in language
both spoken and unspoken and poetry that crosses boundaries to create a story layered with love, loss,
movement and words.
• YALSA 2014 Best Fiction for Young Adults
• Notable Books for a Global Society 2014
• Notable Books for the Language Arts 2014
• Bank Street Best Books of the Year 2014
• *STARRED REVIEW* Thompson captures perfectly the feeling of belonging elsewhere. A
sensitive and compelling read that will inspire teens to contemplate how they can make a
difference.” –School Library Journal
• “Thompson nimbly braids political tragedy, natural disaster, PTSD, connections among families,
and a cautious, quiet romance into an elegant whole. This is an artistic picture of devastation,
fragility, bonds and choices. –Kirkus Reviews
Download the extensive reader’s guide to The Language Inside from www.hatbooks.com

ORCHARDS by Holly Thompson
Delacorte/Random House, 2011
After a bullied classmate commits suicide, Kana Goldberg is sent to her family’s home in Japan for the
summer. Kana wasn’t the bully, not exactly, but she didn’t do anything to stop what happened, either. As
Kana begins to process the pain and guilt she feels, news from home sends her world spinning out of orbit all
over again.
• 2012 APALA Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature
• YALSA 2012 Best Fiction for Young Adults
• Bank Street Best Books of the Year 2012
• SCBWI 2012 Crystal Kite Winner
• “A fast-paced page-turner that explores the rippling effects of suicide.” –Kirkus Reviews
• *STARRED REVIEW* "The narrative is rich in authentic cultural detail and is complemented by
attractive woodcut illustrations of Japanese imagery to evoke the story’s setting. Thompson has
crafted an exquisite, thought-provoking story of grief and healing that will resonate with teen
readers and give them much to discuss." -–School Library Journal
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TOMO: Friendship through Fiction—An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories
Edited and with a foreword by Holly Thompson
Stone Bridge Press, March 2012
Tomo (meaning “friend” in Japanese) is an anthology of young adult short fiction in prose, verse and
graphic art set in or related to Japan. This collection for readers age 12 and up features thirty-six
stories—including ten in translation and two graphic narratives—contributed by authors and artists from
around the world, all of whom share a connection to Japan. English-language readers will be able to
connect with Japan through a wide variety of unique stories, including tales of friendship, mystery,
fantasy, science fiction and history. Proceeds from sales go to organizations that assist teens affected by
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. Visit the Tomo blog for interviews and
educational resources: TomoAnthology.blogspot.com
• “A big but consistently engaging pro bono anthology of authors with direct or indirect Japanese
‘heritage or experience.’” –Kirkus Reviews
• "Tomo is an excellent story collection, presenting a rich and varied immersion in Japanese
culture from a teen perspective." --VOYA
• "With slices of Japanese language, folklore, history, popular culture, and other ethnic references,
Tomo, which means friend in Japanese, offers a unique and wide-ranging taste of Japanese life."
--Booklist

TWILIGHT CHANT by Holly Thompson, illustrated by ???
Clarion Books, forthcoming!

THE WAKAME GATHERERS by Holly Thompson, illustrated by Kazumi Wilds
Lee & Low/Shen’s Books, 2007
Nanami, a bicultural girl in Japan goes wakame seaweed gathering with her Japanese and
American grandmothers. Nanami must serve as translator for the two women, whom she comes
to understand were at war when they were her age. Included after the story are an author’s note
about wakame, a glossary of Japanese words used, and recipes for wakame by Nanami and each
of her grandmothers.
• A Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People 2009 selected by the
National Council for the Social Studies in cooperation with the Children's Book
Council
• "A heartwarming example of how being from different cultures, countries, and races
and speaking another language are not really barriers to appreciation and
acceptance..."—Multicultural Review, Fall 2008

ASH a novel by Holly Thompson
Stone Bridge Press, 2001
Caitlin Ober is back in Japan teaching English in remote Kagoshima, opposite the increasingly active
volcano Sakurajima. Beneath clouds of ash, Caitlin travels her school rounds with waning
enthusiasm, and she concocts lies and self-deceptions to prevent a tragic childhood incident in Kyoto
from intruding on her present. Then Caitlin encounters a half-Japanese teenager, Naomi, wrangling
with her double identity. Naomi seems to require Caitlin’s rescue, and by degrees the two swap
morsels of self-truths. Ultimately they travel to Kyoto during the summer festival of O-Bon, when
the spirits of the dead revisit the living. There, amid bonfires, temple rites, and ghostly memories,
Caitlin begins to embrace her future.
• “Backed by meticulous research, Thompson’s novel introduces a variety of topics that can
be usefully pursued by high school or college level students studying contemporary Japan:
details of geography and daily life, the role of O-Bon and beliefs about death, the challenges
faced by bicultural and bilingual children growing up in Japan, and the double vision
developed by expatriate Caitlin herself.”—Jean Kushida, Education About Asia, Spring
2004
• "With phrasing as delicate as that of a haiku, first-time novelist Holly Thompson crafts a
deeply moving story that crosses cultural, emotional and even sexual barriers. A wonderful
debut.”—January Magazine's Best of 2001
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