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How do you
organize your
craft space?
Our readers
share their
ideas with you!

Buttons & brads
& ribbon out of
control?
All of these
storage units
are available
at Oriental
Trading Co.
Share your
organizing
tips and
ideas in
the forum at
StampTV.com

weekly online

Buttons and Ribbons and Brads – oh my!
by Lynn Mercurio

Crafters have always had a love affair with embellishments.
We never have a shortage of them – we hoard them, can’t get enough of them,
and just like the sweet icing on the cake, they add that special touch to anything
we create. We accumulate a fair amount of them, in every imaginable color, style
and size, and then we suddenly realize that they’re here, they’re there, and they’re
EVERYWHERE. What’s a crafter to do?
Having embellishments within easy reach is a necessity, but the organizational system that works for you may not work for someone else. Are you the type of crafter
who needs to see your embellishments to be reminded that they are waiting to be
used, or would you rather have them under cover until you need them? Do you sort
by color, type, theme, or manufacturer?
The methods are as vast as the variety of embellishments on the market, but that
doesn’t help us organize the confusion. That is why we have asked our readers to
share with us their solutions to the ever-increasing embellishment dilemma. If you
are in need of an economical and creative way to corral your embellishments into a
manageable system, read on - you’re sure to find a system that works for you!
Megan Lock shared a great economical organizational
system for her embellishments. Megan said, “A few months
ago I decided to organize my embellishments by color.
They used to be organized by type, but I got to thinking that
when I needed an embellishment, I would think, ‘I need a
pink something right here, or a green doo-dad right there.’ I
never thought to myself that I needed a brad or an eyelet.”
So Megan came up with this economical system.
She bought these boxes for $1.33 at Hobby Lobby. She uses two to store alphabets,
one for metals, and two others for theme items (such as hearts, starts, snowflakes,
etc.). Megan identifies the contents using a label maker & adding labels to the front of each box.
Megan combined her creative
idea for ribbon storage with economical and easy-to-find supplies.
Using bulldog clips and cup hangers, Megan created a handy way
to display her ribbons.

Purchasing the hooks at Wal-Mart, she attached them beneath a shelf that holds
her ribbon rolls. Having her ribbon in view
makes quick work of selecting just the
right shade or pattern, and having them
on hooks makes it easy to remove and
replace. The added bonus of this idea is
that you utilize an unused space, and we
all need to make good use of every inch
of our precious space.
Perhaps
you would
rather store
your ribbons
in such
a way to
keep them
from the little ones or the pets that share our home. Ribbons can be easily wrapped around wooden clothes pins
and secured with a straight pin.
Housing your ribbon in a glass container makes them easy
to view without them being out in the open and a temptation to little ones. Smaller bits and pieces of ribbon can
be wrapped on embroidery paper or plastic bobbins and
stored in containers made specifically for this purpose.
Lois Bak really got a handle on
her over population of brads, buttons and eyelets when she
created her own version of the Stack & Store, at a fraction
of the cost. Using a Rubbermaid double carousel, she spraypainted a tall tin can and
attached it to the center of the top disk using
foam mounting tape. Lois
divided the can so that it
conveniently holds scissors,
rulers, and other tall frequently used tools.
Along the sides of the can
she attached Velcro tape,
which securely holds the embellishment containers in place. The lower rack contains a divider disk
that Lois found in a clearance bin for $4. It pays
to check the clearance bins because you never
know what organizational treasures you may find.
Identified with labels, this carousel works perfectly
for storing those tiny embellishments in an organized and accessible way.

A large stack of embellishment storage containers may be a fantastic solution if you have
unlimited space, but what if you have only a tiny
spot available for all of the supplies? Having a
limited amount of space shouldn’t stop you from
organizing your embellishments.
Nina Brackett lives is Croatia and, as you can
see, space is very limited for her. Nina has creatively organized her happy place by turning
this small corner into a workspace.

By utilizing stacking drawers she takes advantage of the available vertical space
nicely.
“Every inch of my corner is put to good
use and I love that everything is within
reach” Nina said. “Having a small space
forces me to give away what I don’t
use or need.” Nina happily shares her
unwanted supplies with other ladies in
Croatia and Bosnia where there are no
craft stores. (GASP)
Becky
Turton really knows how to use every available storage
source, as she hung an over-the-door shoe bag to organize
her collection of punches. Often we forget that the door
to our space or closet can become a convenient spot to
store tools, and is often overlooked as an available storage
space.
No matter what method of organizing you use, whether it’s
by color, by type, or by manufacturer, and whether you
prefer to view your embellishments or store them out of
sight, it has to work for you. When beginning an organization task for a certain type of embellishment, be sure to factor in for growth. It’s a sure bet that you will acquire even
more embellishments, so don’t forget to leave some room
to grow. The perfect organization system should be one
that grows with your of embellishment collection. Organization doesn’t need to cost a ton of money. With a little creativity and an ever watchful eye for bargain prices on clips,
drawers and containers, you can find the perfect solution to
help manage your buttons, ribbons and brads without cutting into your crafting budget.

