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The cover photo, for this issue, was an entry in the 2018 Photo Contest,
submitted by Jesse Scally. This beautiful sunset photo was taken from
their bridge of their 1983 410 Commander, “Scallywag”
In addition, all of the “From The Photo Gallery” photos, throughout this issue, are all entries from the photo contest, as well.
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From the Chief Commander
something new popping up!” I agree, and it’s you,
the members, that make that happen so keep
those questions and ideas coming!

As we begin our “next season” in various
parts of the world, some are winterizing,
and getting ready for the Holiday Season, some are unwrapping, and some
are just planning the next cruise on their
itineraries. (Those lucky souls get to
boat all year long!) I’m happy to report
the health and strength of our club is as
good or better than ever. We continually
see an increase in membership with 30
to 50 new members each MONTH. Every time I see these reports at our monthly meeting, I’m still dumbfounded and
reflect back to my first rendezvous in
Portsmouth, VA. in 2002. We gathered
together for a cookout in a back yard,
toured a local museum, and sat in a living room, viewing the history of the
Commander Model keeping glued to the
screen.

On another note. Please take time to update your
profile on Commanderclub.com . Maybe you have
sold your boat and bought another? Maybe you’ve
changed your email address, maybe you’ve gotten
married, had kids, the list goes on. Keep us up to
date and especially on the email address! (in case
we need to email you privately off the forum to say
“we will be in town!”) If you need help or don’t know
how to begin updating, reach out to us on the EC.
We are here to serve you, the member!
2019 will be the 20th anniversary of our “little Commander group” It will also be the year of the
“regional rendezvous” If you’ve thought about hosting one, like the one I described above, let the EC
know you have “an idea” It’s never too early to
think about one!
Here’s to a great “new season” whatever part of
the world you may be in!
Lee Dahlen
Chief Commander
glassicboats@gmail.com

In this club, there’s always someone willing to help! Even today, we are still archiving our discussions, finding new
prints, info, and details to put in, and as
Char Pike put it recently, “you would
think we’ve just about exhausted every
possible subject. But yet there’s always
“Bow Down”
1977 30’ Tournament Fisherman
Owned by Dan O’Neal,
California, US
F A L L 20 1 8
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From The Crew
How?

A Word From
The
Editor
Ahoy Members!
We all look forward to the Commander Club
calendar as a gift to ourselves for the holidays.
It’s a great time to reflect on your summer
cruises and make your own calendar using
your favorite photos from the past year.
Here is an idea for your holiday gift giving...
Make up a calendar for your friends and relatives with photos and captions from your
cruises from the summer. Here is another
idea!...You can plan ahead and make your
2020 calendar different
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Take a photo for each month of the year of
your Commander. Whether is be in the snow
or sun it is a gift that is priceless when completed.
We are reminding you now to also save those
winter photos of your Commander for our
spring edition of “Styled in Fiberglass”. Come
up with a caption that fits the photo.
We hope you enjoy the input from our members in our new section for our fall edition “My
Favorite Anchorage.” The concept for this new
section came from our members at the summer rendezvous.
Do you have some features for our spring edition? Great! Send them to me and I will share
them with everyone.
Have a great holiday season and remember
launch time for you in the north is only 6
months away.
John Heenan
Editor & Public Relations Chairman
Pr.commanderclub@gmail.com
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From The Crew


100 videos

 287 boats for sale ads, 13 boats sold since January, some ads had over 5,000 views

A Word From
The
Archivist
Fun Facts as of the end of September 2018:
 386 Chris Craft Commander Club
burgees are proudly displayed around
the globe.
 A successful national rendezvous
was held at Mentor Lagoons Marina in
Mentor, Ohio
41 Superdisc 13.0 have been sold. 21
Resource Collection 3.0 have been
sold. Superdisc 14.0 is being planned
for sale by March 2018. If you already
have a superdisc or Resource Collection you can get the upgrade for only
$25 each. http://commanderclub.com/
page/superdisc-order-form
 6349 posts on the discussion forum
(851 more than last year!) of which
675 have been archived with 342 attachments


315 photo albums



8316 photos

 195 accessories ads, 22 items sold since January
 May,June, July, August and September 2018
had the some of the highest number of posts since
the club started 19 years ago.
50 - average number of new members per month.
Total members 3,923
Interesting Places to visit on the website besides the Discussion Forum:
Library Links - We have compiled an unparalleled
list of links and contact details to a wide array of
suppliers dealing specifically with Commander accessories, spare parts and service. It is a treasure
trove for those of you hunting for those hard to find
items. Check it out!
http://commanderclub.com/page/links
Library Files - This section contains copies of manuals, guides, diagrams, drawings etc provided by
members.
http://commanderclub.com/page/file-index
Wonder where something is? Use the search feature in the upper right hand corner.
(Continued To Next Page)
create photo albums, keep track of forum posts, set
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From The Crew
wall calendar with the best Commander photography available. For each order you can choose
any month of the year as the starting month for
your calendar.

A Word From
The
Archivist
(Continued From Previous Page)
Wonder how to use a website feature?
Use the Help Section to find out how
to post photos, create photo albums,
keep track of forum posts, set e-mail
notifications, use smartphones and
tablets.
http://commanderclub.com/page/help
Have you visited the Dock Shop?
Here you can shop for Commander
Club apparel, drinkware, and other
cool stuff. Each year we publish a new

http://www.cafepress.com/commanderclub
Chris Craft Commander Club YouTube Channel:
There are currently 92 videos that include upgrades
and rehabs, mechanical & how-to, rendezvous,
Chris-Craft history and much more.
When our new site was launched in February 2013 I
never dreamed we could provide so many resources
to help fulfill our mission to inform, enrich and enlighten enthusiasts & owners of these classic fiberglass motor vessels. The site has information that
can only be found here because you, the members,
are so generous sharing your knowledge and experience. Thank you!!!
Char Pike
Archivist
Archivist.Commanderclub@gmail.com

“Tickety-Boo”
1971 42’ Commander
Owned by Mark de Waal. Michigan, US
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From The Crew
A Word
From The
Membership
Chair

Once again, we can report the membership
of the Chris Craft Commander Club continues growing at impressive rates. Since the
last report in May, our ranks swelled by 281
additional Commander enthusiasts.
While you may think most new members
join with questions about a boat already in
hand, you might be surprised to learn that
of the 281 new members, 109 of them indicated themselves as not currently owning a
Commander. Such a high number reminds
me of when I joined the Club back in 2013
as we were boat shopping. Having no
knowledge of the Commander line, I was
relieved to find the wealth of knowledge the
Club offered. While I registered as “Do Not
Own a Commander,” that quickly changed
once we took delivery of our beloved 35.
The past six months also showed impressive numbers for the largest of the Commander fleet as 12 of the 281 new members registered as owning either a 47’, 55’,
or 60’ Commander. Not surprisingly, the
47’ had most of those new members with
seven. There was only one 55’ owner, but
interestingly, a whopping FOUR new members reinterested as owning the rarest of
the rare…the 60’ Commander.

Typically, the Commander 38 dominates membership, but that seems not to be the case through
2018. The Commander 31 came out on top with
19 new members, with the 410 in second place at
15. The next three models were closely grouped
with the Commander 19 boasting 11 new members, and the Commander 38 should be the sports
car of the line – I am pleased to report the membership of the Club continues to grow at an impressive rate. Since the last Styled in Fiberglass update, 351 new members have joined our ranks.
The month of July was by far the most active
month for new members with 74 hopping on board.
When a new member signs-up, we ask for specific
information such as name, address, phone number, and a number of other data points. While we
appreciate the preference by some for privacy, one
advantage of joining the Commander Club is being
able to track data on the remaining Commanders
still afloat. An important aspect of joining the Commander Club is providing accurate boat information, but unfortunately, some of the data we
hold on these classics is spotty at best.So what
can you do?

Please take a moment to review your profile, and
check your boat data for accuracy. Has the name
changed? Did you finally find that hull identification
number? Did you repower those 327’s with something shiny and new? Any opportunity we have to
create a historic data trail on these boats may help
someone doing research, looking for an owner with
similar equipment, or create a paper trail for a future owner of your Commander.
(Continued to Next Page)
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From The Crew
A Word
From The
Membership
Chair

(Continued From Previous Page)
Of the 3,459 members currently in the
CCCC, only 1,801 currently have a name
listed for their boat. Of course this assumes
some entries are not actually the name on
the transom (if your boat is actually named
“25E12026,” I apologize for excluding you).
Of course, boat names can change over
time, so that highlights the importance of
the Hull ID number.

present FXA-35- 0102H has been stamped forever
on the engine hatch. Unfortunately, no previous
owner ever registered that Hull ID, so my ability to
track the history of the boat is somewhat limited.
So when you check your profile, if your Hull ID is
“75,” “unknown,” or “22-26,” it might be a good
time to hunt it down and update that information.
For help with finding your Hull ID, please reference
the library at: Library Files: F through J
It is quite possible that you have gathered additional information about your boat since joining the
club, so we encourage you to add that information
to your profile, as well.
Matt Cowles
Membership
membership.commanderclub@gmail.com

For example, while my 35 Express’s most
recent name is “December Wedding”, the
ever-

“Noonya”
1982 332 Commander
Owned by Jouni Rattya,
Hameenlinna, Finland
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From The Crew
much to diagnose and/or resolve the issue. If
you experience this issue, please email the details to me at ...
webmaster.commanderclub@gmail.com.

A Word
From The
Web Master
As we cruise to the end of 2018, and as our
club membership continues to grow, I was
curious about the traffic our site sees. Here
are a couple of interesting factoids:
* 70,000 page views ahead of 2017, currently
sitting at 920,000. Just of a couple years
ago, we were wondering if we would hit one
million page views for the year, and it’s quite
clear that we will soar past that milestone,
easily, this year.
* With the increasing popularity of smart
phones and tablets, we see that Desktops &
laptops are still the favorite devices for accessing our site. About 53% of our members utilize Desktops/laptops, 35% of our
members us their smart phones and the remaining 12% use their tablets. As far system
outages, Ning continues to provide a very
high percentage for Up time, which is exactly
what we want. We occasionally have issues,
where photos seem to partially upload. We
have been unable to recreate this issue, on
demand, and until we can, Ning cannot do

F A L L 20 1 8

We recently completed our 4th annual photo contest, that brought in more than 50 entries!! Our
members certainly do enjoy their boats, as evidenced by their photos. Check out the winners
of the contest, later in the newsletter.
We are also working on refreshing the club’s
Dock Shop offering. We have worked with one
of our very own club members, who is a graphic
designer, to create new artwork that will be offered on a variety of items. These new designs
will be offered for several different Commander
models. The key to which models we are able
to offer, was whether or not we had an original
line drawing for the model. We are working hard
to make these new items available for your holiday shopping, so stay tuned for more information.
Happy Holidays to all!!!!
Pam Sorensen
Webmaster
Webmaster.commanderclub@gmail.com
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From The Crew

A Word From
The
Treasurer
The October cash balance, of just under
$9,000 ,is down from the Spring issue of
$12,000 due to the expenditures associated
with the Summer National Rendezvous.
Fran and I had to miss taking the KOPKOPELLI to the rendezvous; having to attend
to family matters in Washington State.
However, we did ask our president Lee
Dahlen to say hello to everyone in attendance.

If you have experienced the cooling temperatures
of the Fall season, Mother Nature is telling you
that it is time to go holiday shopping at the Dock
Shop [commanderclub.com/page/shop]. And, do
not forget the 2019 Calendar for yourself and all
of your boating friends who are envious of our
Chris-Craft Commanders even if they will not admit it. The calendars should be available in the
next few weeks.
For those still in the water, safe boating. For
those who have hauled for the Winter - winterize
your water systems with vodka; in the Spring all
you need is the OJ or tomato juice.
John Rose
Treasurer
treasureruer.commanderclub.com@gmail.com

1969 35 Sports Express
“Undecided”
Owned By: Douglas Bidigare,
Michigan, US
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On Her Last Legs…..

As Told By: Mark Terry Sr,

Once a upon a time a few years ago I noDC. So we sent it down to Lee in the winter
ticed “smoke” coming out of my port engine of 2017 and he had his guy rebuild her from
suggesting she could be on her last legs. Be- the bottom up.
ing up on the Finger lakes area of New York,
major projects can be a real challenge. As I
thought about this a phrase came to mind
from the Wizard of Oz “We are not in Miami
Toto.”
Expertise is hard to come by for major projects up here. So, when I saw a 350 Q for
sale (the same engines we have in “Miss
Meghan Jean”) complete I bought the engine
thinking “I may need this in the future as they
are hard to find.” I picked it up and put it in
my garage for a potential future project.
Now … “Why did I do that you say?”
My thinking was that four years from now I
wanted to retire, and I wanted fresh strong
engines. Since we love to travel and have
considered traveling the “great loop”, we decided now is the time to create a plan to replace them before that paycheck stops.
“So what happened four years ago?” …My
marina winterized the engines for winter storage, but didn’t drain the manifolds. If you
don’t do that with 350Q’s you risk the fact
that they can crack….and mine did.
“The Bad News” …They are hard to find because they are no longer manufactured.

Then this past spring Lee came up on a
“The Good News” We got a couple of used
Wednesday to install the engine. But before
ones and after 6 oil changes (the marina did he got here. with the help of my first mate
pay for the work, Whew!) and we were back and sweetheart Donna, we removed as
in the water again for the summer of 2017.
much of the engine’s top-end, so it would be
It was then that I decided to call Lee Dahlen ready to get it out of the cabin and through
and ask him what he thought about rebuild- the door to the outside, less the top end.
ing the engine in my garage over the winter
and replacing my port engine the upcoming
spring. After all, in 2017 the port engine was
now acting more like a mosquito fogger instead of a port engine for our 35 Catalina
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On Her Last Legs…..

As Told By: Mark Terry Sr,

Then I thought… “I bet that engine is heavy
and hard to handle.” So I called a local
wrecker service and we had him here when
Lee arrived, so we could “fly” the engine
out of the cabin. Pretty smart of me if I do
say so...
Once that was done it was time to “fly the
new block back into the port engine bed”
and Lee went to work putting on the top
end.
We have had a great summer cruising and
the old engine is now in my garage. What
is my plan now that I am two years away
from retirement? You guessed it!
“Save my money this year and next winter
send the old port engine down to Lee to be
rebuilt and do it all over again on the starboard side.”
Then we can retire with a virtually new
Chris Craft and be capable of going anywhere we want with no engine worries. The
“Project to continue next year.” Stay tuned!
Interview conducted by John Heenan Many Commanders have 350Q’s.
Hope you enjoyed it!
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After Lee got the top end installed it
was time for the hoses linkages etc.
to finish the job. A tight fit.
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)
I’m providing this write-up to document my
installation of Amtico luxury vinyl teak and
holly flooring mainly because as I searched
for information in preparation, I found few
places where I could find everything in one
spot.

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

expensive, and it did not meet the hatch
access requirement.
2. Real Teak and Holly. Beautiful. Don’t
price it unless you have someone else is
paying.

The Boat

3. Teak & Holly Plywood. This was in the
running for a while at first. The use of real wood was appealing, but making a reliable template and cutting some of the
twists, turns, and hatches in the cabin
would make fitment a challenge and I
wanted to avoid messing with quarterround at the edges. I was not convinced
of the durability and opportunities to refinish if the top layer got damaged. I also
had a problem with my cabin being longer
fore-to-aft than 8’ which would create a
giant seam in the middle (unless I did the
pattern port-starboard which wouldn’t
The cabin sole is easily broken into essenhave looked right).
tially three areas; the v-berth, the main cabin,
and underneath the dinette/settee. One of
the challenges with this boat is the fact that
4. Laminates. After looking over several
there are four hatches in the main cabin and
samples, the one piece roll-out laminates
another up under the v-berth. Access to
did not at all go with the quality of our
these hatches was a priority in whatever
cabin. The shiny and smooth finish didn’t
happened next.
come close to what we were looking for.
The summer of 2017 marked the beginning
of our fourth season with our 1968 Chris
Craft Commander 35. A previous owner invested a significant amount of money in the
boat, and we have always tried and maintain
her as best we could. As we started the
fourth season with her, it was finally time to
address the snap-in carpeting in the cabin
which was quite old, falling apart, and (we
would learn once we got it home) the source
of a very odd smell in the cabin.

Product Selection
Once we decided to replace the carpeting,
this is pretty much the order of how we evaluated options:
1. New carpeting. Using the old carpeting
as a template, I got estimates in the
$1500-2000 range to cut and bind new
pieces. Upside: quick and easy. Downside: it makes the cabin kind of dark, it’s
difficult to keep clean, the prices seemed
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Also, had some concerns with fitment
similar to the plywood option.

5. Big Box Store Options. A cabin is technically “indoors,” right? I combed through
many of the countless options out there
from tile, cork, carpet squares, laminate
hardwoods, etc, but kept coming back to
really wanting that look of teak and holly.
(Continued On Next Page)
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)
(Continued From Previous Page)

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

Purchasing Material

First I needed to make sure I could source
the Amtico myself. This was easy. Some
6. Vinyl Teak & Holly. There seem to be
quick work with Google lead me to several
two companies out there making some
variation of a luxury vinyl tile in teak and distributors in the country. Prices ranged
holly. Amtico is a UK company, NuTeak from $5.99/sqft (+$0.25/lf for the holly) to almost $12/sqft for everything. Amtico only
is US based and has NautikFlor and
CFlor. The NautikFloor snaps together in sells in boxes of 45sq, so since I was in the
65sqft range, I would need two boxes plus
pieces about 3 teak widths wide. This
an amount of holly determined by the guy I
created a seam across several pieces I
purchased from. Flooring, one can of their
didn’t like. The CFlor, frankly, just
two-part adhesive, and shipping were on
doesn’t have a lot of info out there on
their way for just about $800.
how it all goes together. Which lead us
to…
Other supplies included two sheets of 1/4”
7. Amtico. For the price, selection, quality, marine ply, almost 500 3/4” flush head stainless steel screws, and a couple tools along
durability, and look, this option won out.
Both the teak and holly come in 3’ lengths the way.
as individual pieces and the teak has a
couple width options. Once you get sam- Preparations
ples you can see the difference and while
this option is not the cheapest, it seemed Amtico recommends using a 1/4” plywood
(no luan) subfloor. I also got a recommendato check a lot of other boxes.
tion on using Azek 3/8” sheeting, but ruled
this out due to concerns about the glue adGetting Estimates
hering properly. The third option was to lay it
directly on my existing subfloor. While old,
Once we decided what material we wanted
my subfloor was in good shape and I considto use, we started working on getting estimates. Yikes…IF I could find an outfit willing ered this, but everything I read said the Amtico will pick-up any imperfections once laid,
to install during the summer (they seem to
prefer deck installations then), estimates ran so I figured the time now was worth saving
over $6,000 and 7-10 days for install. After the aggravation later.

trying to do as much research as possible
and talking to many people, the actual install
(Continued On Next Page)
was defined as “tedious, but not hard,” and I
was told I could do it if I was even remotely
handy and should try it myself. While this
HINT: Before going any further, check every
ended-up being true, the estimates and time- hatch for fitment. All the corners must be
lines made sense in the end.
square, and if there is any warping, NOW is
the time to cut a new hatch. Now is also the
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)
(Continued From Previous Page)
HINT: Before
going any further, check every hatch for fitment. All the
corners must be
square, and if
there is any
warping, NOW
is the time to cut
a new hatch.
Now is also the
time I noticed a
lot of unutilized
storage space
under the outboard side of my
dinette. Some
creative cutting
and I was able to
add two more
hatches.
HINT: I used
some 1x3 treated lumber to bolster the supports
for some of the
hatches. The
new hatches I cut
definitely needed
them, and others
just needed some
gaps filled in. I
figured this would
improve being
able to “slide” the
hatches into place
once finished. I
was right.
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Submitted By: Matt Cowles

Plywood – My 35 required two pieces of 1/4”
marine ply. Since my carpet was closely cut
to the walls, I was able to use that as a template with some careful measurements about
where to fatten things up. Again, with the
sole being covered in hatches, I wasn’t too
concerned with seams because they were
already going to be all over the place. So I
took all the hatches home, traced them out,
and cut them to size. All the remaining parts
of the boat were fit pretty much the same
way. When in doubt, I left a little overhang to
shave down with a flush cut router bit later.
By the time you’re done, the whole floor will
be covered in plywood with hatches
revealed.
Next comes sealing
all the plywood. Each
piece got West System epoxy rolled on.
While multiple coats,
sanded in between,
may have been ideal,
I lined them all up on
saw horses, hit everything with epoxy, and
then went back to the
beginning to fill-in any
spots that absorbed
quickly. This seemed
to work well and created a good coating.

(Continued On Next
Page)
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)
(Continued From Previous Page)
Attaching – Time to attach the plywood. I
used the Amtico instructions as a guide and
did screws every 4” around the outside and
6” spacing everywhere else. I started with
one box (100ct) of #8—3/4” inch stainless
screws with a flush head. Not nearly
enough…bought two more boxes, and even
needed one and a half after that. Since it
was approaching 100 degrees in the middle
of July, I took all the hatches home to do in
the shop.

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

hatch itself and 1/4”x3/4” trim around the
openings on the boat while letting the 3/4”
plywood hatch carry the weight.

Hatches – I went back and forth on how I
wanted to construct and trim out the hatches.
After thinking it over, I decided to start big
and cut down both the hatch and ply at the
same time, add the Amtico, then trim that
down. This ended-up working out well, especially to get a clean cut and reduce the risk
of damaging the Amtico. I also knew I was
going to use 1/4” thick teak strips for the fin- 4. Once the hatches were done, the other
ish trim. They all went through a similar con- pieces got attached to the
struction process:
subfloor of the cabin using
the same screw method. In
addition to the flush edge
1. Trim the 1/4” ply all the way around with a router, a little hand plane
flush cut router;
works very well to do the final
touch-up work on the boat
itself. Save this tool – you’ll
2. Most of mine fit pretty tight in the boat, so need it again later.
they all went through a table saw to remove
1/4” all the way around to make room for the
teak trim on the boat;
3. I didn’t want the weight of the hatch to
rest on the teak trim, so I routed a 1/4” notch
all the way around each hatch. This was going to allow me to use 1/4"x1/2”trim on the
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(Continued On Next Page)
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)
The next couple pics are everything put together on the boat…
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)
(Continued From Previous Page)

The Teak & Holly Arrives!

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

Hit any high spots with a belt sander. To fill
the seams, I used some stuff from the home
store for vinyl floor underlayment. It’s just
like a spackle that helps fill in the cracks. I
really one had two very short ones to mess
with. Easy step.
Finding the Pattern – THIS STEP IS IMPERATIVE!! I am sure someone will tell you to
“just go for it” and start laying floor, but given
the number of hatches and corners on this
boat, in retrospect this step was vitally important. The dinette was straightforward – I
knew I would start at the front and work my
way back. The v-berth layout would be driven by what happened in the main cabin (so
pieces lined-up fore-to-aft), so I spent the
bulk of this time focusing on the main cabin.

As soon as everything showed-up, the rest
only took a couple days because I had
planned it out meticulously.

One piece of advice I found that served me
well was to try and do length-wise cuts for
things like cabinet edges and hatch openings
through the teak and not the holly. Once you
Randomizing – the first thing I knew I was
put a router or table saw on that holly, it
going to do was “randomize” the pieces.
With both the teak and holly all coming in 3’ starts to get sidewise pretty quick since it’s
so small. I ended-up being able to start one
lengths, I wanted it to look more like real
side of the hatch with a full piece of holly, run
hardwood. So I took one of the boxes of
the pattern across the hatch, and be in a poteak and divided it into three piles. One
stack would remain at 3’ lengths, one would sition where the opposite seem for the hatch
be cut in half, and the third pile would be cut was about halfway through a piece of teak.
This just take a bit of playing with it to deterinto thirds. Similarly, I
mine the best starting point and how the
eyeballed a reasonable handful of holly piecpieces lay out.
es and just cut them in half. This was all
done with a chop saw. In retrospect, this
was kind of a waste because it’s easy to just
cut this stuff randomly on-site as you are dry
fitting.
Filling the Seams – Check everything on the
floor to make sure hatches/seams are level.
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Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)
The following picture shows what I’m talking
about here…

Dry-Fitting
The next step I’m very glad I didn’t skip was
dry-fitting the entire floor. Once I

Staging for installation

First I taped all the pieces to the hatches and
removed them. Given the challenges with
got the pattern figured out above, I started
the glue (more in a minute), this proved to be
cutting and laying pieces. Doesn’t really
a good idea. My intention was to limit the
matter where you start for this. HINT: As you amount of gluing I had to do ON the boat, so
go along, put tape over
the hatches would go home. It also allowed
the pieces to hold sections together because me to work on the majority of the remaining
space by standing in the bilge vice on flooras you walk over it, the pieces still stick to
ing I’d already glued. I wrapped the hatches
your feet and shift stuff around.
up in painters tape to secure the pattern, and
set them on deck to go home. For all the reThe following picture shows the dry-fit basi- maining sections, I carefully staged everycally complete. The v-berth took some extra thing in neat piles and labeled where they
work because a) I am a grown man and fitwent and what the starting point was. The
ting down there is impossible, and b) the
thinking here is once the glue was laid down,
lines on the hatch didn’t work out as conven- I could start at the top of the stack and work
iently as they did in the main cabin. Regard- my way down. This worked for the most
less, I wanted the lines to be consistent fore- part. Another suggestion I saw said run
to-aft, so I made it work. Glad I did.
(Continued On Next Page)
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Teak & Holly Installation—Amtico (Luxury Vinyl Tile)

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)

half home to do the hatches. I got 4 clear
plastic containers (like the ones in the paint
section of the home store with the graduated
masking tape diagonally across sections and lines on the side. I divided the “goop” into
glue them down in big sections. I think that two of them and the “liquid/hardener”
would have been easier with another set of
in the other two. I poured the hardener into
hands. Since I was doing this myself, the
one of the “goop” containers,” mixed it up,
little piles worked out quite well.
and started spreading. I planned on doing it
in relatively small sections because I didn’t
HINT: Post-it notes or labels on painters tape want to have to walk all over the finished
product. The trouble is, if you get 45 minutes
would have helped here. This system
worked for the most part until literally the last out of a mixture, you are lucky. My plan
failed and after using about half of the first
small section where I had glue drying and
mixture, it started hardening on me, so I had
got my parts mixed-up.
to use-up the stuff I set aside for the hatches.
This ended-up working out fine. I was aggravated I had used the rest of the glue, but diGluing
viding worked out regardless because I got
This part sucks. The glue
to reset the clock. I have NO idea how they
they give you is a two-part
expect you to lay a floor fast enough to deal
mess system. It comes in
with such a short curing time.
a gallon size can with
what appears to be a plastic lid. That lid is actually
HINT: While the glue hardens quickly in the
another container. In the
mixing container, it stays tacky to accept the
bottom section is a very
floor for quite a bit longer. In retrospect, I
thick goop (for lack of a
would have spread out all (or as much as I
better word) – thicker than peanut butter.
could) of the glue and started laying floor.
The top container has the hardening agent
which is a liquid. They want you to puncture
through the top and bottom of the top conHINT: The Amtico instructions will tell you to
tainer, allow the contents to drain below, re- get a special 1.5x5mm trowel. This is very
move the top container and stir everything
hard to find, and I wasn’t going to pay $30
together. The trouble with this is once mixed through Amazon. I used a 3/32” one from
you only get about 45 minutes to work with
Lowe’s for $4 and it worked just fine.
the stuff (if you’re lucky).
Since the glue says it covered more square
footage than I had, I got the bright idea I
would divide it. Use half on the boat for the
stuff I was gluing there, and take the other
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Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)

the notching with the router because the Amtico will allow you to cut/route it once installed, but I preferred in the end to be makRoll-out & Clean-up
ing the flush cut router bit go only through
Once the floor is down, they want you to roll the layer of Amtico and not everything else.
it with a 100lbs roller. Good luck trying to get Everything went back to the boat at this point
for the final fit to make sure no additional
such a beast into the cabin of your boat. I
just picked-up a hand roller (in the laminate cuts were necessary and everything linedsection of your home store) for $20, and “put up. Phew – it did! Only the v-berth hatch remy weight into it.” Fortunately I have plenty quired another run through the table saw to
make room for the teak trim.
to lean on, and this seemed to work well.
When you do this, some of the glue will
seep-up in between the pieces and you’ll
have to wipe it up with denatured alcohol. I Finishing Touches
made sure I had a TON of rags with me. I
I found the real teak trim I wanted online at
went through many.
www.buckwoodcraft.com. For
my 35 Commander, I ordered
13 pieces of the 1/4" thick x 1/2"
Home with the Hatches
wide x 5’ long and 13 pieces of
the 1/4" thick x 3/4" wide x 5’
With the sole in the boat laid and drying, I
long of the “Thin Teak Lumber”.
took the hatches home for completion. Instead of ordering another gallon of that horri- Total price - $230 shipped. It arrived quickly
ble glue, I just used stuff I already had from and they give you a quality product. If I had
to do this exact job again, I’d repeat this orlaying a laminate floor for another project.
It’s just the heavy duty stuff from your home der. It gave me just enough for a couple
store. I told myself if it in any way seemed to screw-ups. The 1/2" wide stuff went in the
not work I would abort and get another gallon notch made on all the hatches while the 3/4"
of the Amtico adhesive. I’m writing this about went on the rim of the hatch opening on the
boat.
6 weeks after completion, and so far so
good.
HINT: Be sure to use a sharp blade and go
slow! The chop saw can split the teak pretty
easily. I took my chop saw, air compressor,
Final Fit
and little nail gun (with some 1” stainless
steel 18 gauge trim nails) down to the boat. I
Once everything dried, I went around just
briefly attempted to miter every corner, but
about everything with a flush cut router. In
the spots where the router wouldn’t fit, I used this was quickly abandoned. I did straight
a straight-edge and razor blade, or the hand corners instead which made measuring, cutplane discussed earlier. This step just basi- ting, fine tuning, and attaching MUCH easier.
cally makes the new floor flush with the cuts Plus, by keeping the gap/line of each corner
going in the same direction as the lines on
already made. This step could probably be
combined with the previous one where I ran the floor, it all blends in.
the hatches through the table saw and did
(Continued On Next Page)
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(Continued From Previous Page)
Finally, came the hatch pull. I shopped
around and decided on the path of least resistance and went with the Sea-Dog P/N
221842. Ordered seven, drilled one hole in
each hatch, and dropped them in. Done.

Submitted By: Matt Cowles

would have preferred the hatches be done in
the same adhesive. Regardless, everything
seems to be holding-up well.

4. The real teak trim is not necessary, but
well worth the time and money. Some will
suggest just leaving a simple cut for each
hatch, which actually does a better job of
masking the seam, but I was concerned
The last thing I did was use a piece of 1”x4” about the exposed edges of the Amtico rubteak I had to build my own stair nosing going bing against each other and pulling it all
into the v-berth. At this point, the only reapart. Regardless of any functionality, it’s
maining task on this
the finishing touch that makes it worthwhile.
entire job is getting all
There are other options such as plastic t-trim
the real teak trim
that can be used.
wiped down with
5. I would have spent more time very early
some oil to protect it.
on making sure every hatch was square and
I am also now a comlevel.
plete pain about
shoes in the cabin!
6. Don’t be afraid to go through saw blades
The end product is
and router bits to keep everything sharp.
amazing, and feels
The only time cuts got sloppy on this job was
just like real wood to
when a blade started getting dull.
the bare feet. Using
7. You will need to use the flush-cut router
real teak for the trim
bit on the boat to ensure a really good cut.
definitely helps with
Unless you have a vacuum attachment, the
the illusion.
stuff gets EVERYWHERE! I devised a system of taping a garbage bag under the hatch
Things I learned:
opening I was working on and carefully vacuuming up the remnants as I trimmed each
section.
1. I normally over-think things, but in the
8. Plan for WHEN you are going to do this.
end don’t think I did on this job. I’m glad I
Doing this in July when it was 95 degrees
took to time to evaluate all my options and
outside was less than idea. However, doing
really plan out the work. The Amtico looks
it when the boat was still on the hard and
amazing and has completely changed the
shrink-wrapped would have been difficult too
look of our cabin.
(moving tools up and down, etc). In hind2. The plywood underlayment was a pain,
sight, I would have done this in April as soon
but worth it for peace of mind.
as we went in. Oh well!
3. I should have just bought a second gallon of the Amtico adhesive. I still would have
(Continued On Next Page)
split them to get more time out of each, but
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Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)
Pricing – All in, this job wasn’t bad:
$800

Amtico (teak, holly, and adhesive)

$200

Two sheets of marine ply

$100
ner

Gallon of West System epoxy & hard-

$100

Misc tools/bits

$230

Teak Trim

$28

Hatch Pulls

That’s less than $1,500 for an entirely new
cabin sole with which we couldn’t be happier.

(Continued On Next Page)
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Submitted By: Matt Cowles

(Continued From Previous Page)
.
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Safety: VHF Radios
3 Mistakes Boaters Don’t Want to Make
with a DSC-VHF Radio
ANNAPOLIS, Md., May 24, 2018 – For recreational boaters, sailors and anglers, having a Digital Selective Calling (DSC) VHF radio aboard to
call for emergency help will always be the fastest
way to summon assistance from your closest
rescuers. That means that going without one can
hurt your chances for a safe summer on the water. Here are three common mistakes boat owners make with DSC-VHF radios and some simple
ways to improve safety aboard your boat.
Mistake #1: Relying on an old VHF radio to
signal that you are in distress
If you are using a VHF radio that was manufactured more than 15 years ago, you’re relying on
old technology. There’s probably not a person
around that regularly uses a 15-year-old phone,
television set or computer. Today’s DSC-VHF
radios have new lifesaving features, most importantly a distress button that can hail a mayday
and relay your position to rescue authorities —
all at the push of one little red (distress) button
on the face of the radio. BoatUS has some help
to set up your new DSC-VHF radio at
BoatUS.com/SettingUpDSCRadio.
Mistake #2: Thinking you don’t need to bother to register a DSC-VHF and get an MMSI
number
A Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number is a unique registration number that is assigned to your vessel to be used with the vessel’s DSC-VHF radio. MMSI numbers are issued
by organizations including BoatUS which offer
the service at no cost to members or for a nominal $25 fee for non-members. The MMSI must

F A L L 20 1 8

be entered into the radio in order to harness all
of its power and lifesaving technology. Registering your radio gives potential rescuers important
information about you, your boat and whom to
contact in an emergency.
Mistake #3: Not reading the owner’s manual
that came with your radio and familiarizing
yourself with your radio’s features
Your DSC-VHF radio manual contains a ton of
great information about the features of your radio
and how to install it. If your radio is not properly
installed or not connected to your boat’s GPS or
chartplotter, you’re shortchanging yourself and
perhaps unknowingly putting yourself and your
crew in danger if there is a delay in transmission
and emergency response.
Digital Selective Calling technology can also
make your everyday boating better. In addition to
being able to send a distress signal with the
press of a button, a DSC-VHF radio can privately
hail other DSC-VHF-equipped vessels or groups
of boats without tying up VHF channel 16, the
distress, safety and calling frequency. It also allows you to ‘ring’ (hail) others if you know their
MMSI numbers without them having to monitor a
particular channel.
If you haven’t yet purchased a DSC-VHF radio,
make it one of your safety-gear equipment priorities this season.
To learn more DSC-VHF radios, take a free
online DSC-VHF radio tutorial at
www.BoatUS.org/DSC. The course is provided
by the 501(c)(3) BoatUS Foundation for Boating
Safety and Clean Water and funded by BoatUS
members.
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How-To: Low Top End Speed and Spring Rattles!
All too often we see the title symptoms in the forum. And all too often we see all the tricks and
things we've tried, to help one another. It is all
over the radar. So I wanted to document a
"process" for the best way to tackle some of
these issues, which in most cases are related.
Add to this list the "grunting starter the first try"
symptom.
It breaks my heart when I see "non Chris" experienced shops, continually tear into an owner’s
transmission and do a rebuild at 3-4k when the
issue is almost NEVER the transmission. Then
when the transmission is reinstalled the noise is
still there leaving a lot of angry and frustrated
people...on both sides. So here we go, With pictures. And while the actual boat I was working on
wasn't a Chris, but rather a Carver 356 with 8.1
Crusaders, the steps and diagnosis still applies.
Symptoms:
1) Low Top End (3400 and should be 42-4400)

Forum Post By: Lee Dahlen

3) Start the engine and confirm the symptoms
listed. Are they accurate? Is there something
new you noticed that should be added to the list?
Before you continue, it is imperative that you
ensure there are NO FUMES or fuel leaks and
the blower is running.
4) Is the spring plate (Transmission) is rattling? If
so, it is well documented in the superdisc to look
for a miss. What’s the easiest way? On older engines hooking up a digital tach (There is usually
one built in to a decent timing light). Note the
starting rpms with all 8 plugs hooked up. Then
remove one, restart the engine and note the
RPMS. Continue this process until you have removed and replaced all 8 one at a time. Whichever cylinder did not drop RPMs is your dead
one. As a side note, I've always found that there
is a math equation that always seems true.
(About 500RPMs down on top end for each dead
cylinder) Remember our #1 symptom above? We
were down 800-1000 RPMs ? I'm looking for 2
dead holes on this one.

2) Hellacious Rattling out of the transmission.
"Sounds like it's coming apart"

The nice thing about modern iron (Our 8.1 Crusader here) is I can plug in the laptop and do
what’s called a power balance test., which can3) One other shop wants to do a transmission
cels each cylinder without removing a plug wire.
overhaul. One other shop says just replace the
The test tells the ECM to shut down each coil
plugs as "8.1 foul plugs"
pack one at a time with the engine running. Very
cool option! and I don't get bit by a wire.... The
So ,lets begin with the "basics"
test is called a power balance test and that gives
1) Gather all the data and information no matter you an explanation on why the spring plate rattles. Most all engines are an even number of cylhow "silly" or meaningless it seems. Data and
inders (4,6,8) with the occasional 5 cylinder
information saves time and gives you a plan.
which incorporates an extra counterweight on the
crankshaft for balance. When you have a cylin2) Next is a visual check: This is ALWAYS the
first step in any engine repair. Never skip it. Visu- der down, the engine crankshaft (main shaft) is
then out of BALANCE and with every revolution
al checks confirm all plug wires are connected,
check the entire length to insure that a rub some(Continued To Next Page)
where didn't create a wire leak (Arc)
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Forum Post By: Lee Dahlen

(Continued From Previous Page)

will confirm that the issue is or is not plug or electrical related. Remember... this is a process.
the springs are compressed and decompressed More time is spent in diagnosis than repairs
sometimes. Our compression test shows that we
to "make up the difference and absorb the
only have 80 PSI on this cylinder. (as a reference
shock" Just a side note there. Now you know
why the plate rattles and why it's almost always a you want to see something above 120 for fuel to
burn properly.) OK now one more test. Its' time
missing cylinder.
for a scope.
So my engine has 2 cylinders down. 1 "hard"
meaning absolutely NO RPM drop and the other 7) Why a scope? Well this is the technology part.
Up until now, it was a guessing game as to
was a mild drop on the tach. A quick check of
whats going on in there. and most times I would
the firing order shows me that these two cylintell the client "Understand, if we get in there and
ders are side by side. (#5 and 7) 5 is the dead
hole and 7 is the mild drop (almost dead but try- find a burned or broken piston it's game over.
But we have to get in there to find out. Not anying) Time for the next step:
more. Thanks to Member Matt Cowles, I was
able to borrow his ( and now have ordered one of
5) Pull the affected plugs and "read them".
my own) and looked inside the cylinders. The
scope is about 35-40.00 and bluetooth connects
to my iphone allowing me a great view and the
ability to snap a picture. The good news here?
The pistons were fine, but there was some orange liquid appearing within the cylinder at the
head to deck joint. ( A suspected leaking head
gasket) Time for tear down.

While the picture isn't clear, What’s worth noting
is the fact that this plug has only 30 minutes of
run time on it. (Something we found out during
our interview. There is rust, oil, and fuel. Not a
good sign. It confirms our dead cylinder. So
what's next?

8) As we began teardown, and broke the manifold to riser joint to reduce weight, Our root
cause showed itself immediately. Bad riser to
manifold seal. Allowing sea water to enter the
cylinders thru the exhaust ports. This becomes
our diagnosis. When sea water enters the cylinders the pistons are trying to compress the water, which causes our imbalance, and the water
puts "the fire" out and the excessive pressure
also has damaged the head gasket which killed
the compression pressure.
(Continued To Next Page)

6) A compression test. Why? Several reasons. It
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Forum Post By: Lee Dahlen

(Continued From Previous Page)
The next two pics confirm it all. One other note.
When coolant or water enters a cylinder is creates a "steam cleaning" effect. Notice the picture
of the pistons. So we will have the head
cleaned, checked for true and valves checked
and surfaced. and reassemble the engine with
new manifolds and risers, Oil, Filters and coolant
and all should be well again. Don't Skip the
steps. Do the process, and you will have a great
outcome again and don't ignore that spring rattle!!
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2018 Photo Contest Winners

Submitted By: Pam Sorensen

The 2018 Annual Chris-Craft Commander Club
Photo Contest was a smashing success again
this year. We received over 50 entries, for a
wide variety of boats, from six different countries.
The Executive Committee had the difficult task of Third Place: Jeff Pacy, 1986 41, Washington
voting for this year’s winners and they are below: DC, US
First Place: Pat Chaps, 1972 28 Sports Express, Michigan, US

Second Place: Martin Krall, 1975 45 TF. Michigan, US

A big “Thank you” to all that entered the contest
and for your continued support of the club. Even
if you did not land in the top 3 places of the contest, your photo could still could be selected for a
Styled In Fiberglass cover or for the CCCC 2019
wall calendar.
To see all contest entries, check out this photo
album
2018 Photo Contest Entries
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Favorite Anchorages
Even when taking the recommendation of a
friend, selecting the perfect anchorage usually
takes a lot of trial and error. When we first purchased our Commander 35 in 2013, we could be
described as “unsettled” or “adventurous” or
even “all over the place” in terms of our favorite
anchorages. As we close out our fifth season
with her, however, words like “dependable” are
more appropriate.

Submitted By: Matt Cowles
ed, and the boat is on a nice place by the time
we pass the Naval Academy to our port side.
About 25 minutes later, the engines get a break
as we slip behind St. Helena Island, round St.
Mathiers Point, and get to start scoping for a
spot to spend the day in Maynadier Creek.

The three of us have gone alone before, but
most every day we’re up there, you can find at
least a 385 Galeon – Panacea – with us. With
Without a generator onboard, we focused on the girls one year older and younger than our
perfect anchorage for day trips. With a six-year- daughter, they have become our closest boating
old on board desperate to be in the water, that
friends. Our next door neighbors – also with two
helps with the first requirement:
young girls, will often join us in their beautiful
Finding a spot without sea nettles (aka, jelly new Edgewater – True Grace.
fish).
It might surprise many, but when the water of the
Chesapeake Bay warms, the sea nettles swarm.
The solution to this meant our spot must be up
one of the many rivers around us. Fortunately,
there are several. As we started exploring the
many creeks off these rivers, we quickly discovered the second attribute we needed:
Peace and quiet!
Despite finding some creeks with convenient
mooring balls to use, dropping the anchor became less a nuisance when we weren’t spending half the day getting rocked all over the place
by errant wakes. Calmer waters also help with
friends who raft-up with us and water toys for the
kids. Most of the places we initially checked out,
however, were either a 10-minute (too short!) or
two-hour-long (too long!) boat ride. This led us
to realize we also wanted:
A decent boat ride.
Finally, with some trial and error and a little help
from some friends, we finally settled on
Maynadier Creek which is about two-thirds of the
way up the Severn River just north of Annapolis,
Maryland. The 427’s are good and warmed-up
by the time we drop lines and clear the “No
Wake” zone of Back Creek. Everyone is situatF A L L 20 1 8
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Rendezvous Revisited

Submitted By Char Pike

The 2018 Chris-Craft Commander Club Narooms used. Eight states and Sweden were
tional Rendezvous is in the books and it was a represented. In addition to our members, 12
great time!!
local boaters attended the seminar on Saturday.
The Rendezvous Photo Albums can be accessed through the links below, as well as, under Library, Photo Albums. We will continue to
add albums and videos as they become available. Also below, you will find links to a couple
articles written for the local newspaper.
The city of Mentor, Ohio, Mentor Lagoons Marina and Yacht Club, the Lawnfield Inn &
Suites and the Skye Bistro were wonderful
hosts. A special Thanks to Rob Kneen, the
local member sponsor, and Char Pike for the
hours of hard work put in organizing and coordinating an amazing weekend.

Photo Album 1

Photo Album 2

Articles:
Chris-Craft Commander Club Celebrates Anniversary in Mentor

Chris-Craft Commander connoisseurs congreThere were 59 people in attendance, 12 boats gate at Mentor Lagoons Marina
in the harbor at various times, and 12 hotel
Attendees included:

BOAT ARRIVALS
LastName

First

Guests

BoatName

Boat Model

BoatYear

Barton

Tom

Debit

38 Sport Cruiser

1986

Basford

Doug

Old Buddy

31 Express

1968

Kelly

Steven

Julie-Anne

38 Express

1967

Lukes

Ken

XK 19

1970

McCreery

Mac

Jeff McCreery, Cliff Evans

Pioneer

38 Express

1965

Patena

Todd

Shelley & Janet Patena

Second Chance

35 Corinthian DC

1975

Phillips

Paul

Murphy's Law

38 Express

1965

My Other Honey

42 DC

1970

Summer Song

38 Sedan W/Bridge

1967

Swagger

422 Commander

1988

Shriber

Sterling

Smoker

Ron

Swiger

Frank

Kathy Kelly

Suzanne, Sarah, Suzie Shriber,
Andrew Kovac
Pat Smoker
Lauren, Brycen, Brody Swiger;
Spencer & Francine Finn

unknown
unknown
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center console CC
in storage at
marina

35 Sport Cruiser
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Rendezvous Revisited

Submitted By Char Pike

(Continued From Previous Page)
OTHER ATTENDEES
Bell

James

Roni Sue Bell

INTERIM

333 Commander

1984

Brock

John

Connie Brock

Reality Axis

410 Commander

1972

Cartwright

Tim

Carrie Cartwright

Comte

Thomas

Lisa Comte

Detached

31 Express

1970

Dahlen

Lee

Ruth Davis

Dean

James

Judy & Julie Dean

Allegro

35

1971

Fairchild

James

Mary Fairchild

Goldstein

Jeremy

35

1968

Hagstrom

Scott

Heenan
Krotzer

John
Lee

30 Connie
38 Sedan

1963
1966

Lukes

Ken

XK 19

1970

Morland

Richard

Pike

Charlene

Sorensen

Pam

Terry Sorensen

Soaring Sun

410 commander

1977

Sutton

Mike

Mary Sutton

Fin n Tonic

30 TF

1975

Terry Sr

Mark J

Donna Gibson Terry

Miss Meghan Jean

350 Catalina DC

1984

von Hofsten

Alarik

Malin von Hofsten

Web Commander

31 Express

1966

Christine Heenan
Carol Krotzer

Windfall
Phoenix

Patty Morland

1986 338 Commander
“Walter’s Appple
Owned By: Denise Harris,
Virginia US
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Hall Of Fame Award

Submitted By Char Pike

Alarik's introduction to Commanders was different than most, having been a sailor most of his
adult life. In the late 90's Alarik and his family
decided to try powerboats and just happened to
The most prestigious recognition & honor the
stumble across a very nice, just restored 31
Commander Club can bestow on someone is to Commander for sale. It was, in their opinion
induct them into the Commander Club Hall of
Fame. We induct someone into the Hall of
Fame to recognize and honor a person whose
contributions have promoted the mission, legacy and future of the Chris-Craft Commander
Club. Hall of Fame recipients are chosen by the
Executive Committee to recognize the efforts
and accomplishments of a member that have
gone far beyond what might be considered normal. Our newest member of this elite group also happens to have the most miles under his
belt attending club rendezvous, probably in the
neighborhood of 27,000 miles! Our recipient
clearly lives a long way away from where our
rendezvous are held. Alarik von Hofsten lives in pretty expensive so they decided to think it
Varmdo, Sweden, very close to Stockholm. He over. During this contemplation period the 31
joined the club in 2000 and immediately began was sold, and Alarik had already decided the
participating in our message board. He also at- 31 Commander was the boat for them. He
tended club rendezvous in Bradenton, FL
found no other 31's in Sweden, so decided to
(2004), Michigan City, IN (2005) and Dubuque, use another of his interests and talents, the InIA (2006), where he used his photographic tal- ternet, to help find a boat. This was in 1998 and
ents to produce really great pictures from these
events.
(Continued On Next Page)
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Hall Of Fame Award

Submitted By Char Pike

(Continued From Previous Page)

In 2005 Alarik joined the Executive Committee
as Webmaster. His IT
and web page design talents made him the perfect fit for this position.
There were three Club
"Internet balls in the air"
at the time. We had our
discussion forum, our
main web page, and a
membership data base,
all at different locations. Alarik was certainly up
to the task of keeping everything running nicely,
but he realized the complexity of this system
severely limited the number of club members
who could serve as Webmaster. He almost immost people were not even using the internet, mediately began investigating ways to consolimuch less making large boat purchases on the date and simplify our disjointed system. There
net. After searching for a bit, Alarik found a 31 were quite a few alternatives available that
in Florida for sale that surveyed OK. Inasmuch would allow us to combine everything in an
easy to visit site where our message forum,
as he was planning a total professional rehab
at a large local shipyard, Alarik purchased the website, and membership data were all combined. The real selling point for these alternaboat sight unseen and had it loaded on a
freighter and shipped to Sweden. For the next 2 tives was the ease of creation and maintenance. After an intense study period in 2012,
years the boat had a total (and expensive) reAlarik and the EC had selected a hosting combuild / rehab inside & out. The only thing that
remained as purchased was the engine room, pany named Ning. Alarik then designed and
implemented a timed migration plan that inas the survey said the engines had just been
volved all EC members with individual tasks
rebuilt, and they looked like they had. As bad
and timelines. Late in 2012 the EC voted to
luck would have it however, after launch and
"pull the plug" on our previous complex system
one mile on the maiden trial run, one engine
threw a connecting rod right through the block. and complete the migration. On Feb.4, 2013
Ning went live and all the EC members were a
This prompted Alarik to return the boat to the
shipyard for 2 new Mercruiser 5.7 fuel injected bit nervous as the new system, while extremely
engines. For all practical purposes, Alarik now easy for a member to use, was indeed different,
and sometimes something new will go down in
had the equivalent of a brand new 31 Comflames. We were actually taking a gamble, and
mander -- A beautiful interior and cockpit with
teak flooring, modern instruments and naviga- if we lost, the future of the club could be in
jeopardy. Alarik though, had faith and vision
tion systems, the exterior was painted with 2
part Interlux Perfection, and now powered with
Crusader's latest 5.7's. This certainly is dedica(Continued On Next Page)
tion to the Commander line of boats.
F A L L 20 1 8

Page 34

Styled In Fiberglass—Fall 2018

Hall Of Fame Award
(Continued From Previous Page)
and he was right! Within a week from introduction to the members we knew we had made
and implemented the system of the future for
the club. This will serve as Alarik's major and
lasting contribution to the club, truly an effort
well above and beyond normal.
Things Alarik is well known for in promoting the
club's presence include:
Designing and maintaining our previous and
current website
Influencing the content for our terms of service
Writing the help section of the website
Creating Commander Club apparel and
unique items for our Café Press Dock
Shop
Creating the limited edition Commander
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Photo Book in 2014
Chairing our annual Photo Contest
Creating our annual calendar
Chairing elections
Writing the online training course for shooting
Commander photos http://commanderclub.com/
page/shooting-great-commander-photos

Alarik von Hofsten’s dedication to promoting
and preserving the Chris Craft Commander line
of pleasure craft and the Chris Craft Commander Club is appreciated and admired.
Therefore, it is with great celebration that we
induct Alarik von Hofsten into the Chris-Craft
Commander Club Hall of Fame.
Please join the entire Executive Committee in
welcoming our newest Hall of Fame member!
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mistakes, questions, photos, videos, humorous
or horrifying stories, there would be no club,
right! Our club is blessed with numerous members that have proven willing to make the effort
to post experiences, answer even the most stupid questions, or contribute with all the do’s and
don’ts you can think of. And, in our case we are
blessed with continually seeing new members
step up to the plate and serve the rest of us
with their ideas and support. This has kept us
going for almost 20 years.
The third item I would like to point out is that
the cause of the club is relevant. For obvious
reasons keeping the investment we poor souls
made into Chris-Craft Commanders worthwhile.
After all a boat is nothing but a hole in the water
padded with fiberglass into which you pour insane amounts of money!
But what’s more - and I am getting close to the
end of my talk here - the cause of our club is to
First of all I like to thank the Executive Commit- pass on 144 years of legacy and the legacy of
tee for the honor bestowed on me. The honor
founder Christopher Columbus Smith, and
becomes even more humbling when I realized Commander designers Dick Avery and Fred
that only five persons before me got this honor- Hudson. And by passing on the legacy we are
able award in the 19 year history of the club.
also contributing to the story of the American
Dream.
I will not tire you with anecdotes about what it is
like being the Webmaster and a member of the So there you have it ladies and gentlemen;
executive committee. If nothing else I would
The Common interest in Chris-Craft Commandscare my successor Pam Sorensen to tears.
ers
Instead I would like to elaborate on what makes The willingness to share
a club like ours possible.
And keeping the dream of boating and American dream alive.
The first point is obvious. There exists a shared
point of interest among a critical mass of peoThat’s the Commander Club for you.
ple. In our case Chris-Craft Commanders from That is all it is.
the sixties, seventies and eighties.
And we all love it.
The second point is the willingness to share. If
there is no willingness to share knowledge,
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In recognition and appreciation of their support
of the 2018 Chris-Craft Commander Club Rendezvous, the following people and businesses
were honored on July 28, 2018 in Mentor,
Ohio:

Scott Robbins, Marina Manager
Mentor Lagoons, Nature Preserve and
Marina
Kenn Kaminski, Director of Parks and Recreation
City of Mentor
Jeff Babuscak, Commodore Mentor Lagoons Yacht Club
Mentor Lagoons Yacht Club
Rob & Nancy Kneen, Local Hosts
Lawnfield Inn & Suites
Skye Bistro & Pub
Pam Malinowski, Event Coordinator
Skye Bistro & Pub
Michael Arsham, General Manager
Skye Bistro & Pub

The Commander Club presented several
awards to our host hotel and restaurant. They
displayed them proudly in their lobby.

Nancy Kneen exceptChar Pike & Lee Dahlen presenting award to
ing an Award of Distinction from the Chris- Rob Kneen.
Craft Commander
Club.
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As a member of the Chris-Craft Commander Club, you will now receive a monthly email providing interesting and
valuable tidbits, on a variety of topics. Below are the topics from May through August

May 2018 Topic: Events
Are you looking for information about this year’s National Rendezvous? Are looking for boats
shows that will welcome Commanders?? Perhaps the events page can help. On this page you
will find information about this year’s National Rendezvous, a list of boat shows known to welcome Commanders, as well as, a link to previous Rendezvous information and photos. Also, If
you are aware of a show that is not on our list, please send the details to Char Pike at archivist.commanderclub@gmail.com.

Check it out at:

Events Section

June 2018 Topic: Dock Shop
Now is the time to go to the Dock Shop on our site!
Don’t be out on the dock without your men’s, women or kids Commander Club Shirts.
Now that you have a shirt don’t forget that CC Mug or for those looking not to take the helm for a
while how about a CC Flask and buy the CC water bottle for the 1st mate?
If you own a Commander get yourself a new CC Burgee and for those without a CC Commander buy a CC clock so you can count the days, hours and minutes till you find the Commander
that is a perfect match for you!
It is just a click away under Shop on the main page of the website
https://www.cafepress.com/commanderclub
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Commander Corners Recap
As a member of the Chris-Craft Commander Club, you will now receive a monthly email providing interesting and
valuable tidbits, on a variety of topics. Below are the topics from May through August

August 2018Topic: Rendezvous Photo Albums
Enjoy the beautiful boats that attended the rendezvous by viewing the photo albums.
The Rendezvous Photo Albums can be accessed through the links below, as well as, under Library, Photo Albums. We will continue to add links to other albums as they become available.
Also below, you will find links to a couple of articles written for the local newspaper.
Photo Album 1

Photo Album 2

Photo Album 3

Articles:
Chris-Craft Commander Club Celebrates Anniversary in Mentor
Chris-Craft Commander connoisseurs congregate at Mentor Lagoons Marina

September 2018Topic:

Files – What A Resource!!!

Did you know....
The Files page provides links to a wide variety of files that members of the Chris Craft Commander Club can download for free.
This section contains copies of manuals, guides, diagrams, drawings, etc that have been provided by members. This page can be accessed by clicking the link below or by clicking on Files
under Library on the Commander Club’s main menu
Files
If you have a document that would be a good addition to this library, please contact Char Pike
at Archivist.CommanderClub@gmail.com
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As a member of the Chris-Craft Commander Club, you will now receive a monthly email providing interesting and
valuable tidbits, on a variety of topics. Below are the topics from May through October.

October 2018 Topic: Update Your Profile Stories
We’d like to request that you go into My Settings, review your information, and update, as needed. The information you share can help other members reach out to you with questions on similar Commander models, etc. Click the link below to proceed to your profile page.
My Page

1968 23’ Lancer
“ChrisBoat”
Owned By: Christian Fis,
Vaucresson, France
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What’s In A Name:

We want to hear the story behind the name of your Commander. Send your stories
on over and we’ll share the stories in future Styled In Fiberglass publications. Please include photos with your stories to help tell the story or show the name on your boat. Send your stories to pr.commanderclub@gmail.com

Dock Shop:

Check out the Dock Shop for Commander Club Shirts, Mugs, Duffle bags and more. There
are also items available for specific models

Boat U.S. Membership Renewal:

If you are renewing your Boat U.S. Membership, be sure to
mention our Cooperating Group ID number GA85017B to get the specially reduced rate.

1967 47’ Commander
Owned By: Eduard Bohler,
Klosterneuburg, Croatia
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